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obtained in 1937 affected the traffic in arms much less than that in
general merchandise. Between 1929 and 1937 the volume of the
armaments traffic decreased by only thirteen per cent but the export
trade in general decreased by fifty-five per cent,
AGREEMENTS   FOR   LIMITATION   OF   ARMAMENTS
One of the earliest agreements concerning the limitation of
armaments is contained in the Definitive Treaty between Great Britain,
Austria, Prussia, Russia and France, signed at Paris, November 20,181*5
Article III is as follows: " The fortifications of Huninguen having been
constantly an object of uneasiness to the Town of Basle, the High
Contracting Parties, in order to give to the Helvetic Confederacy a new
proof of their good-will and of their solicitude for its welfare, have
agreed among themselves to demolish the fortifications of Huninguca;
and the French Government engages, from the same motive, not to
re-establish them at any time, and not to replace them by other
fortifications, at a distance of less than that of three leagues from the
town of Basle."
Two years later (1871) came the agreement concerning Naval
Forces on the Great Lakes, between the United Kingdom and the
United States of America. The frontier between the United States aod
Canada is probably the most undefended in the world.
The treaty between the Argentine Republic and Chile defining the
boundaries between the two countries, signed at Buenos Air^s,
July 23, 1881, contained the following article: " Magellan's Straits are
neutralized for ever, and free navigation is guaranteed to the flags of
all nations. To insure this liberty and neutrality no fortifications or
military defences shall be erected that could interfere with this object"
SUEZ  CANAL   OPEN   TO   ALL
The year 1888 saw the signing, at Constantinople, of a convention
between Great Britain, Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands, Russia, Spain and Turkey regarding the free navigation
of the Suez Canal. Article I stipulated that: "The Suez Maritime
Canal shall always be free and open, in time of war as in time of peace,
to every vessel of commerce or of war, without distinction of flag.
Consequently the High Contracting Parties agree not in any way &>
interfere with the free use of the canal . . . which shall never be
r subjected to the exercise of the right of blockade."
In 1894 Britain and China agreed together not to fortify the Burma-
Tibet frontier. In 1895 Britain signed an agreement with Russia
concerning certain territory on the North-West Frontier of India:
" tibat it snail not be annexed to Great Britain and that no military
posts qr forts shall be established in it." In 1896 Britain aod France
agreed that neither of them would, " without the consent of the other,
m any case or under any pretext, advance their armed forces ** into
certam areas of Siam.